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There are 4 minutes left in the game. You are down by 10. What do you need to do 

to win? Play like you want to win. Make good choices. Take and make good shots. Play 

GREAT defense. Inspire your team mates to play harder. No one wins by without 

help. 

 

How to Get into College 
 

Tell everyone YOU WANT TO GO TO COLLEGE 

 Your Homeroom teacher needs to know 

 Your Counselor needs to know 

 Your Coach needs to know 

 Your Mother needs to know 

Your Father need to know 

Your Girlfriend needs to know 

Your Employer needs to know 

Your Friends need to know 

You need to go to school everyday 

You need to pass all your classes 

You need to get 85 or better in most of your subjects  

You need to do all your homework -  Real Homework 

You need to study regularly  

You need to research colleges and universities 

You need to know what you want to study 

 You need to know where you can study it 

 

YOU NEED TO BE COLLEGE MATERIAL 

 Not someone looking for a good time 

 Not someone dodging work 

 Not someone avoiding baby mama drama 

 Not a political activist 

 

You can be a STUDENT ATHLETE 

 You must work hard as a STUDENT AND an ATHLETE 

 

You can get a SCHOLARSHIP TO GO TO SCHOOL 

 Academic, Athletic or Financial Aide 

 

YOU NEED TO KNOW WHAT YOU WANT TO BE! 

Want to be more than a Professional Basketball Player. On average, careers are less than 5 

years. You can make a lot of money in 5 years, but what do you do for the rest of your 

life? 
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Game Knowledge is critical to becoming a better basketball player, winning and 

complimentary to Basketball I.Q. Game Knowledge is understanding the moves, tactics and 

moment to moment situational changes of a basketball game. Chess may require you think 3 

moves ahead. Basketball demands you consider and immediately respond appropriately and 

effectively mentally and athletically. Sounds complicated but it quickly becomes second 

nature when you get used to asking yourself the right questions. 

 

This may seem like a lot but every player needs to have a lot of information when they walk 

on the court. If they don’t, their game knowledge is incomplete and it may lead to a 

mistake that will cost them the game. How often have you seen a young player walk onto 

the court and they don’t know who they are guarding, what play they are running, or worst 

yet, which goal is theirs as they catch and inbounds pass and score in the opponents’ 

basket. 

 

Basketball referees are constantly checking the clock to make sure it has started 

properly, has the correct score, the shot clock is operating, counting players to make sure 

the proper number are on the court and mentally recording possession, ball direction, 

fouls, timeouts and a host of other things. Referees call it Game Management and it is a 

critical part of their responsibilities and a separate but equal part of officiating a 

basketball game. 

 

So, should a player be aware of information crucial to winning? Certainly, so digest the 

following questions and always have an answer to each one every time you step on the 

court.  

 

Game Knowledge 

1.  Which is my basket? 

2.  Whose ball is it? 

3.  Where will it be put in play? 

4.  What offense/play are we running? 

5.  What defense is the other team using? 

6.  What defense are we in? 

7.  Who is hot on our team? Their team? 

8.  Time, score, fouls, timeouts? 

9.  Where is my man? 

10.  Is my man right or left handed? 

11.  Does he like to shoot, drive, play defense, rebound? 

12.  What offensive is the other team using? 

13.  What are their plays? 

14.  What do we need to win? 

15.  What do I need to do right now? 
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